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Call to Order: A meeting of the Winfield Town Council was held at the Winfield Government Center, 

10645 Randolph Street, Winfield, Indiana on August 27, 2019. The meeting convened at 6:24 PM. The 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   

 

Rick Anderson conducted roll call: 

Members in attendance: Gerald Stiener, Dave Anderson, and Tim Clayton. 

Members not in attendance: Jim Simmons 

Also in attendance: Attorney Ryan Deutmeyer from Austgen Kuiper Jasaitis P.C.; Rick Anderson, Clerk-

Treasurer; Nick Bellar, Town Administrator/Planning and Zoning Administrator; Mike Duffy, Town 

Engineer; and Jason Gikas, LOFS Fire Department  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Gerald Stiener entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the Joint Sewer Board and Town 

Council Executive Session of July 23, 2019 and Regular Town Council Meeting Minutes of June 

23, 2019. Tim Clayton made the motion to approve the minutes, Dave Anderson seconded the 

motion. The minutes were approved as presented by a vote of 3-0. 

 

STAFF REPORTS: 

• Nick Bellar reported the Plan Commission has been busy. Providence at Stonegate Phase 5 

will be underway. There are several other topics from the Plan Commission on the agenda 

tonight.  They are working on updating the Building Department fees. The sidewalk 

between Jerry Ross and where the HAWK light is going is under construction now. Gerald 

Stiener asked how many home permits they are up to so far and if anything has come 

through for Latitude yet. Nick said they have 64 permits and Latitude is currently working 

on their infrastructure, they should be coming in for Phase 1 soon. Dave Anderson asked if 

he has heard from Kathy Hruby. Nick said she was supposed to come in this week to talk 

to him before submitting her permit for the daycare facility and has not come in yet.  

 

• Anthony Clark, Public Works Director, stated the Street Department has completed some 

restoration work at the Community Park recently. He is also looking into possibly having 

maintenance of all the parks contracted out for next year. Tony is also looking into some 

sidewalk repair and replacement for areas of Doubletree West. 

 

• Town Marshal, Dan Ball, reported on the monthly stats. On July 13th they had their first 

DUI check point. They had one arrest for DUI and a couple arrests for suspended drivers 

and other infractions. K9 Tank and Deputy Benton have participated in a couple of events 

in July including the Town’s Touch a Truck where he was well received. Tank also 

assisted on a warrant search with Deputy Benton. Tim Clayton complimented Tank and 

Deputy Benton on their demonstration at the Town’s Touch a Truck, Tank was very calm 

and great with all of the kids in attendance.  
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• Chief Jason Gikas, LOFS Fire Department, reported on the monthly stats, there were 56 

calls for the Town and 146 total for July. This puts them at 778 calls for the year. He noted 

they also participated in various events in July. They have an information session on the 

Smart 911 program and E911 service. This is taking place at their Leroy station where they 

will address common questions and concerns in responding to an emergency.  

 

• Gerald Stiener also noted that Councilperson Bridget Baird has resigned. They have 

received official word from Lake County. The Democratic Party will caucus to decide on 

the direction of her vacant seat for the remainder of the year. Gerald stated he is unsure 

why Bridget Baird quit but they all wish her well. 

 

Gerald also stated the Town has had several meetings in regards to addressing the traffic 

problems on 109th Ave. They have been in communication with County, State, and local 

representatives on assistance, and they have been working on pushing forward with what 

they can do in the meantime with right of way acquisitions.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS (Agenda Items): None. 

 

CITIZEN REQUESTING PLACEMENT ON AGENDA (Non-related to the Agenda):  None. 

 

SPECIAL ACTIONS: 

1. 2020 Budget Presentation. 

Rick Anderson stated his presentation and public hearing was properly published and advertised. He 

stated the total budget for 2020 is $3.2 million. Rick stated this does not take into account anything that is 

a part of the Sewer and Storm Water utility operations.  The annual property tax adjustment increased by 

3.5% which will be an addition $19,354 towards the General, MVH, Cumulative Fire, and 

Redevelopment Fund. The CCD fund for the Town Marshal program has been reestablished and will see 

an increase of $20,464. This is usually reestablished every 3 years but can be done so every year to 

receive around $5,000 a year. Rick noted there has been a change in State distributions for local roads and 

streets and MVH. For 2020 there will be a 16% decrease in local roads and streets and a decrease in 

MVH, this amount could go up after the census for community population growth and new streets but the 

Street Department will see a $50,000 decrease from their budget next year. 50% of the MVH fund is 

required to be spent on paving projects only. It cannot be used for salt or employee salaries. The Building 

Department and Park Impact Fees will be reviewed and will likely increase next year. Building 

Department revenue has been up this year with the moratorium lifted on Doubletree East and continued 

build out of the Stonegate Subdivisions. Next year Rick estimates continued growth will see a revenue 

increase up to $500,000 for 2020. A part time HVAC inspector will be hired next year due to the volume 

of inspections. Operating balances will see an increase slightly between 30%-40% due to Building 

Department revenue. Rick has budgeted for a part-time administrative assistant for the Police Department, 

grant match for the Randolph Street sidewalk project to be continued to the Randolph Community Park, 

and seasonal maintenance support for the parks. There is no significant increase in the TIF District yet to 

fund more work on the Downtown Master Plan.  The Cumulative Fire Department fund can be 
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reestablished next year but it pulls from the other three main funds to do so. Rick noted other budgeted 

items for 2020 including, standard pay increases for employees, right of way acquisitions, and bond 

issuance at the end of 2020. The total appropriation that will be submitted to the DLGF at the end of this 

process is $2.528 million. The next step will be budget adoption which is scheduled for September 24th. 

This budget can be reviewed and changed between now and adoption. Dave Anderson asked why there 

was a budget jump in 2017’s budget. Rick stated the Park Impact Fee was established and the town also 

took over billing for the trash service. 

 

2. Public Hearing for 2020 Town of Winfield Budget. 

Gerald Stiener opened the Public Hearing at 6:50p.m. No comments were made and the Public Hearing 

was closed. 

 

UNFINISHED/DEFERRED BUSINESS:  

1. Update on Community Crossings Roadwork Projects. 

Mike Duffy stated the first phase went well. They are still holding off on the last portion of 117th Avenue 

while Diamond Peak is still running heavy equipment in the area. There are also some power poles that 

need to be relocated at the intersection of 117th and Randolph. 

 

2. Update on Randolph Street Sidewalk Project. 

Nick Bellar said they are making good progress and the hawk light should be installed in mid-September. 

Mike Duffy talked to them today on getting the generator in place for the hawk light installation, 

everything is still on track. 

 

3. Update on Phase 2 Expansion of Randolph Community Park. 

Rick Anderson reminded the Council that the park expansion was bid in three separate sections; the 

playground, the parking lot, and the pavilion. At the last meeting the Council moved forward with the 

playground and the pavilion and he was tasked with finding the addition funds needed to cover the 

pavilion. In his review he determined that he is able to use the Casino Grant fund on the parking lot but 

cannot use it on the pavilion. He recommended doing a temporary loan from the Storm Water fund to 

complete all three projects at once that will be repaid with the park impact fees. He discussed this with 

Mike Duffy and the timing and pricing on the parking lot is beneficial to complete this year. The 

contractor is waiting to mobilize and order equipment. This would also go before the Storm Water board 

for approval but they do have the funds to cover it. This would be the first time the town has borrowed 

from a utility but it is common practice in other communities. This will get the project completed without 

having to tear up the park again next year and does not include using any of the GO bonds that is only 

being used for road work this year. Nick noted there is restoration cost every time they have to tear it up 

and Mike Duffy stated the additional remobilization cost adds up. Dave Anderson and Tim Clayton, who 

are also the Storm Water Board members were in favor of the idea. Dave Anderson stated he thinks it 

would be best to have it all ready to go for next spring and Tim Clayton would like to have it all done 

once and for all instead of continuing to tear up the park. Dave Anderson made the motion to authorize 

Rick Anderson to issue a temporary loan from the Storm Water fund in the amount of $200,000 for the 

completion of the Randolph Community Park pending approval from the Storm Water Board. Tim 

Clayton seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor 3-0. Rick also stated the original 
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pavilion for the park was a wooden structure with a shingled roof. There is a steel upgrade option 

available that is actually cheaper at $29,310, there is only a difference of being about two feet shorter in 

length. Gerald Stiener asked Kim Wachowski if this is the structure she recommended. Kim answered 

yes, she believed the Council would be happy with the look of this one and it reduces long-term 

maintenance. Gerald thanked Kim for her research. Dave Anderson made the motion to approve the 

change to the steel Coverworks pavilion. Tim Clayton seconded the motion, the motion carried with all in 

favor 3-0. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Consideration of Recommendation from the Plan Commission for Stonegate Commons Second 

Resubdivision Performance Bond, $338,921.00. 

Rick Anderson stated this item and the next item are related, this first item is for the original amount set 

for the Stonegate Commons Resubdivision Performance Bond. Tim Clayton made the motion to approve 

the recommendation from the Plan Commission for Stonegate Commons Second Resubdivision 

Performance Bond amount for $338,921.00. Dave Anderson seconded the motion, the motion carried with 

all in favor 3-0.  

 

2. Consideration of Recommendation from the Plan Commission for Stonegate Commons Second 

Resubdivision Performance Bond reduction, $143,035.75. 

Rick stated this accounts for the work that has already been done for a reduction in the Performance 

Bond. Tim Clayton made the motion to approve the recommendation from Plan Commission for the 

Stonegate Commons Second Resubdivision Performance Bond reduction in the amount of $143,035.75. 

Dave Anderson seconded the motion, the motion carried with all in favor 3-0. 

 

3. Consideration of Recommendation from the Plan Commission for Providence at Stonegate 

Phase 5 Performance Bond, $548,692.10. 

Tim Clayton made the motion to approve the recommendation from the Plan Commission for Providence 

at Stonegate Phase 5 in the amount of $548,692.10. Dave Anderson seconded the motion, the motion 

carried with all in favor 3-0. 

 

4. Ordinance 299, Recommendation from the Plan Commission for Proposed Amendments to Title 

XV(Land Usage) Chapter 156 (Zoning), Amending section 156.010 (Definitions) establishing a 

definition for “Spa-Full Service,” and stabling “Spa-Full Service” as an additional District 

Use. 

Nick Bellar stated this is to clean up some language in regards to gyms/fitness centers/spa, this will 

remove spa from being included and define the term spa-full service and its district use. He also changed 

gym to a C2 zoning so it could be allowed to be built near a residential area so residents are able to walk 

or bike to the gym if they wanted to do so. Dave Anderson made the motion to approve Ordinance 299, in 

title only on first reading, he proceeded to read the title in full. Tim Clayton seconded the motion, the 

motion carried will all in favor 3-0. Dave Anderson made the motion to suspend the rules to hear 

Ordinance 299 on second reading. Tim Clayton seconded the motion. Rick Anderson conducted a roll call 

vote; Dave Anderson, yes; Tim Clayton, yes; Gerald Stiener; yes. Dave Anderson made the motion to 
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adopt Ordinance 299 in title only on second reading and proceeded to read the title if full. Tim Clayton 

seconded the motion, the motion carried with all in favor 3-0. 

 

5. Consideration of Pay Application #2, Rieth Riley Road Paving for County Line Road, 117th Ave. 

and 129th Ave. Under the 2018 Community Crossing Grant, $296,055.99. 

Rick Anderson stated this is for the Community Crossing Grants road paving projects. Mike Duffy 

explained because there is still some work left, they are holding off on calculating the under/overages 

until the end of the project. Dave Anderson made the motion to approve pay application #2 to Rieth Riley 

Paving in the amount of $296,055.99 for the 2018 Community Crossing Grant road paving projects of 

County Line Road, 117th Ave., and 129th Ave. Tim Clayton seconded the motion, the motion carried with 

all in favor 3-0.  

 

6. Consideration of Pay Application #1 Rieth Riley, 2019 Paving Projects, $143,288.96. 

Rick Anderson stated this is the western side of 117th that was finished with the Community Crossing 

roadwork but it was not funded through that grant. This project is complete so there is no retainage 

withheld. Dave Anderson made the motion to approve pay application #1 to Rieth Riley in the amount of 

$143,288.96. Tim Clayton seconded the motion, the motion carried with all in favor 3-0. 

 

7. Consideration of donation to the N.I.C.K. Foundation for Annual Fundraiser. 

Nick Bellar stated they have taken part in this every year for the Northwest Indiana Cancer Kids 

Foundation that benefits families in the region going through cancer treatment for their children. Last year 

they donated $500 which is the recommended amount this year. Rick noted he does have appropriations 

for the donation. Tim Clayton made the motion to approve the donation of $500 to the N.I.C.K. 

Foundation annual fundraiser. Dave Anderson seconded the motion, the motion carried with all in favor 

3-0. 

 

8. Resolution 2019-5, Declaring September as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month in the Town 

of Winfield.  

Rick Anderson stated this goes along with the NICK foundation who provide a proclamation to raise 

awareness along with their fundraiser to declare September as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. Dave 

Anderson made the motion to approve Resolution 2019-5 declaring September as Childhood Cancer 

Awareness Month in the Town of Winfield. Tim Clayton seconded the motion, the motion carried with all 

in favor 3-0. 

 

9. Consideration of Temporary Construction and Access Easement for 125th Ave. and Randolph 

St. 

Mike Duffy stated they have prepared a temporary access easement to address the sight distance problems 

at 125th Ave. and Randolph. Gerald Stiener asked if they would be working on removing some of the 

support from the old railway causing the problem. Mike said that is correct. Dave Anderson made the 

motion to approve the temporary construction and access easement for 125th Ave. and Randolph St. Tim 

Clayton seconded the motion, the motion carried with all in favor 3-0. 
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10. Consideration of Contract Renewal with South County Landscaping for the 2019-2020 Snow 

Plow Season.  

Nick Bellar explained in the past few years South County Landscaping has helped out with snow plowing 

during the heavier and consistent snow storms. This contract covers from December 1st through March 

31st and there is no rate change from last year. Tim Clayton made the motion to approve the renewal of 

the South County Landscaping Snow Plow Contract for the 2019-2020 snow plow season. Dave 

Anderson seconded the motion. Gerald Stiener asked if they only come out when the Street Department 

calls them. Nick said that is correct. The motion carried with all in favor 3-0. 

 

TREASURERS REPORT: 

Rick Anderson presented the Treasurer’s Report through July 31, 2019 and routine claims-to-date in the 

amount of $756,257.51. Gerald Stiener entertained a motion to pay the claims.  Dave Anderson made a 

motion to pay the claims in the amount of $756,257.51. Tim Clayton seconded the motion.  After no further 

discussion the motion carried with all in favor 3-0.  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Gerald Stiener noted the various upcoming meetings. 

 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Gerald Stiener entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Dave Anderson made a motion to adjourn and 

it was seconded by Tim Clayton.  All were in favor, the motion carried 2-0.  The meeting adjourned at 7:12 

p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

             

Gerald Stiener      Richard C. Anderson, Jr. 

Town Council President     Clerk-Treasurer 

       

 

 ________________________________   Date of Approval __________________ 

 Kim Wachowski 

 Recording Secretary 

  

  

   


