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Call to order: A meeting of the Winfield Storm Water Board was held in the Winfield 

Government Center, Winfield, Indiana on July 14th, 2020. The meeting convened at 6:20 p.m., the 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Members in attendance: Timothy Clayton, Jon Derwinski, and Jim Simmons 

Members not in attendance:  

Also in attendance: Rick Anderson, Clerk-Treasurer; Attorney David Austgen from Austgen 

Kuiper Jasaitis P.C.; Engineer, Michael Duffy; Town Administrator/Planning and Zoning 

Administrator Nick Bellar; Recording Secretary, Kim Wachowski.  

 

MINUTES: Jim Simmons made the motion to accept the Storm Water Board Meeting Minutes of 

June 9th, 2020. Jon Derwinski seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor 3-0. 

 

CITIZENS REQUESTING PLACEMENT ON THE AGENDA: None. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

1.  Hidden Creek Ditch.  

Mike Duffy reported DLZ and the Town of Merrillville walked the area east of Clay Street to 

check for general obstructions and the condition of the ditch. Tim asked when they can expect to 

hear back from Merrillville. Mike said he will reach out to them this week. He has also been 

soliciting pricing from local contractors of what it would take to clean that area up to release the 

water that is being trapped against the road on the Merrillville side. Jim Simmons asked if 

Merrillville has the funding for the work. Mike stated that still has to be discussed. A resident 

asked what will happen if Merrillville will not fund the repairs. Tim said the work has to be done 

regardless and they will look into other funding options. Mike stated they have submitted an 

application for this whole project to the Little Calumet River Basin Commission to resolve this 

whole area. Tim explained these grants are usually matching grants and there are different rating 

system qualifications they look for in applications, including water flow between municipalities. 

Jim explained they like to see towns come together to work on projects. Another resident asked 

if they will be asking the homeowner in the area to clean out their ditch. Tim stated they have 

not, that is related to this project and will be handled then. A resident asked if the grant process 

has public meetings they can attend. Mike stated they have to vet the project first and then they 

typically have a meeting that is open to the public, generally it won’t be for a month or two. 

Mike explained it is not just cleaning out the ditch, infrastructure improvements need to be made 

as well which is a part of the application. Tim stated new culverts need to be added and cleaning 

on both sides of 103rd and into Merrillville.  

 

2. Update on 117th Avenue Culvert Replacement Project, Change Order #1, Gough, Inc., 

add $9,886.28. 

Mike Duffy stated the Street Department asked them to look at another area during the road 

closure that has pooling water on one side of the road. Gough is working on the original project 

and they extended the project to work on this as well. They did price it out with another company 

to make sure the pricing was in line with the work needed. It is simpler to have Gough take care 

of it with a change order. The water cannot get to the ditch and sits for weeks pooled up on the 

side of the road. Jim Simmons made the motion to approve Change Order #1 to Gough Inc. in 
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the amount of $9,886.28. Jon Derwinski seconded the motion, the motion carried with all in 

favor 3-0. 

 

3. Update on Tree Lot 53 Stormwater Project. 

Mike reported the work is in progress. The new pipe is installed and they have completed the 

videoing work on the old pipe. Mike will review that. Restoration will start on Thursday. Mike 

said the homeowner needs to be made aware that they will be responsible for watering the grass.  

 

4. Tammy Coros, 10828 Park St., Excessive standing water/flooding in back yard. 

Mike said the project is in design now, he is working on preliminary plans. This design will 

address the drainage in the whole area, not just this one residence.  

  

5. Doubletree East drainage issues from major rain event. 

Mike stated they looked at the as-builts for the storm sewer that goes under Doubletree Drive 

South that is supposed to relieve that area that goes to the lake. He compared it to some old 

drawings. The elevations generally matched and it seems to have been installed as it should be. 

The pipe is below the lake elevation. They identified an area the Street Department is going to 

take care of on the south end where all of the offsite water enters the development. They found a 

dislodged flared end section that was obstructing the ditch. He asked Tony Clark if the Street 

Department could fix that and clean up the area; that should help with the general flow of water. 

Overall, the flooding was most likely just a result of a lot of rain at one time that got backed up. 

Tim asked Tony if he knows when the Street Department would be taking care of that. Tony 

stated they are still cleaning up from the last storm, next week they will be doing work on 117th 

Ave. while it is closed down, once they are done with that they can head over there. 

 

6. Gregory Marchuk, 4619 E. 104th Ave. Water flowing in back yard. 

Mike said he is looking at this one tomorrow. He has three items that he’ll be reviewing 

tomorrow. Jim Simmons asked if the pipe in the picture was a discharge or receiving pipe. Mike 

believes it is a discharge pipe coming from a drain tile in Trees in the neighboring field. A 

neighbor of this resident stated he’s never seen water run out of this pipe like it has been now 

and there is also a storm sewer that is bubbling up in the same area. Mike said he will look into 

it. 

 

7. Keith Celia, 11023 Deer Creek Dr., Flooding/drainage issues coming from home under 

construction at 11059 Deer Creek Dr. 

Mike stated he reviewed the grading plan for this area. Per the grading plan from the old 

developer the water is supposed to convey along the rear property lines and make its way along 

the north line up to the road. That is the grading plan path that he believes is going there per 

design. There could be an obstruction in the area and there is quite a bit of elevation difference in 

the area. Jim Simmons stated he could walk through the area tomorrow. Mike said he also 

planned to look at it tomorrow.   
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8. Discussion of Storm Water Master Plan.  

Mike stated he has prepared the updated plan; it is now under review by his boss. Mike said he 

will email it to everyone individually to review and they can send him any comments or 

questions. This is a more comprehensive plan that will be guidance for when they do go out to 

bid on projects. Jim Simmons said he would like to have time to review this and discuss it at the 

next meeting. Jim asked if other projects relating to other Boards like the RDC were included in 

the plan. Mike said he did include capital projects in general.  

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:   

Rick Anderson presented the Treasurer Report through June 30, 2020, and noted the 

unusual claims.  The total amount of claims is $30,108.37 Jim Simmons made the motion 

to approve the Storm Water Board claims in the amount of $30,108.37, Jon Derwinski 

seconded the motion.  Tim asked Tony Clark when the part for the vactor truck will be in. 

Tony said he was not sure; another truck had an oil leak and he believes they took care of 

that first.  After no further discussion, the motion carried with all in favor 3-0. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

The next Storm Water Board Meeting Tuesday, August 11th, 2020 @ 6:00 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Tim Clayton entertained a motion to adjourn. Jim Simmons made a motion to adjourn; the 

motion was seconded by Jon Derwinski. A voice call vote found all were in favor. The 

meeting adjourned at 6:53 pm.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

Tim Clayton      Richard C. Anderson, Jr. 

Stormwater Board President    Clerk-Treasurer 
 

  

                                                                                             ________________________________ 

Kim Wachowski                                                             Date of Approval 

Recording Secretary 

 


