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Call to order: A meeting of the Winfield Storm Water Board was held in the Winfield 

Government Center, Winfield, Indiana on October 8th, 2019. The meeting convened at 6:04 p.m., 

the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Members in attendance: Dave Anderson, and Timothy Clayton 

Members not in attendance:  

Also in attendance: Attorney David Austgen from Austgen Kuiper Jasaitis P.C.; Engineer, 

Michael Duffy; and Town Administrator/Planning and Zoning Administrator Nick Bellar.  

 

MINUTES: Tim Clayton made the motion to approve the Storm Water Board Meeting Minutes 

of August 27th, 2019. Dave Anderson seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor 

2-0. 

 

CITIZENS REQUESTING PLACEMENT ON THE AGENDA: 

Mary Brown, 5889 E. 105th Pl., Field flooding between neighbor’s property causing sinkholes. 

Mary Brown stated after the last heavy rain they noted even more standing water than usual. 

They have had their septic system pumped twice and the company who did the work informed 

them there was nothing wrong with their septic system but there is an issue with drainage on 

their property. They have always known that their property retains water and it does not drain 

properly. They were told by another neighbor that the previous owners also had 

flooding/drainage problems and brought it to the Board’s attention years ago. She found out the 

previous owner did file a complaint in April of 2017 and believed it was an issue with sinkholes 

and area drainage. The town did look into the issue and stated it would be a $70,000 repair. The 

homeowner was also told they would have to maintain the work after. Mrs. Brown stated they 

were not informed of any of this before purchasing the home. Mrs. Brown stated with the latest 

rain storm they had flooding and drainage running through their backyard. The pond overflowed 

leaving fish in their yard and there were many spots where there was water bubbling up from the 

ground. Water and mud would gush out of the bubbles and cause sinkholes, one hole was 

measured at four feet deep and is getting deeper. She is concerned for the safety for her family.  

 

John Pistro, 5898 E. 105th Pl., stated he is Mary Brown’s neighbor and confirmed her statement. 

He also wanted to note there is a storm sewer drain near his driveway that over flows and runs 

over his driveway that is now eroding his driveway.  

 

Mike Duffy stated this was reviewed a few times before. In 2012 the town received a few 

proposals to replace 300ft of the 18 inch drainage pipe through the 5889 E. 105th Pl. property. He 

does not recall all of the maintenance and there was a discussion with the homeowner on the 

required continued maintenance on the property that included tree removal. Tim asked if there is 

any over land flow that is supposed to happen. Mike stated he will review the old plan of the 

subdivision to see if any of it was designed that way. He believes it could include some overflow 

areas with the wet lands and flood plains in the area. Nick stated that there are designated FEMA 

flood plains behind the property. Mr. Pistro’s property is designated within the flood plain, the 

area is expected to flood and stay wet in the event of a major rain storm. Mr. Brown stated it 

does dry out but the sinkholes are getting larger. Nick explained it is difficult to get anything 

changed within a floodplain. Mr. Brown asked if it’s a broken drain tile that could be fixed. He 
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explained it looks like a creek forms from the pond and carries fish into his backyard. He showed 

the Board a video on his phone. Dave Anderson stated that Mike Duffy and Tony Clark will 

review the plans and the area again and report back to the Board along with what was proposed 

before to put a plan together to address the issue. Then they will set up a meeting with Mr. and 

Mrs. Brown to discuss what can be done. Mike also recommended that the drainage pipe is 

videoed to see what the condition is that was included in the original proposal. Mrs. Brown’s 

father asked if it could be an issue with a clay farm tile. Dave Anderson stated they will further 

investigate the situation but the previous homeowner did not cooperate to fix it when it was first 

brought to the Board’s attention. Mr. Pistro asked about the storm drain near his driveway. Mike 

explained that storm drains are designed to be a certain size and do allow for over flow which is 

redirected by the grading of the land.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

1.  Hidden Creek Ditch.  

Nick Bellar stated he has a meeting coming up with the new Town Manager in Merrillville, Jerry 

Tippy, Bill Emerson and others from the surveyor’s office to go over other solutions for this 

issue. 

 

2. 117th Avenue Drainage Solution. 

Mike Duffy stated the town needs to acquire some property, the engineering is almost complete 

and will create better drainage for the area. The bid includes 50 feet east of the culvert to repave 

that portion of road to get it built back up to the way it should be. He would also like to have the 

ditch cleaned out from where the new culverts are discharged to the area by the railroad. 

 

3. Storm Water Improvement Work Related to Installation of Hawk Light and Sidewalks. 

Mike stated all of the storm water work is done, the light was installed last week. Dave Anderson 

asked when the sidewalk will go in on the other side. Nick stated the developer said they should 

begin work next week on it.  

 

4. Deer Creek ditch blocked, drainage issues with Latitude Development. 

Mike said the developer has been in contact with IDEM. The developers said IDEM has told 

them not to do anything with the ditch since they are mostly done working in that area, they do 

not want them to cause any further disturbance. Dave asked if they had any official written 

notice of that. Mike said they only have an email from the developer. Dave would like a 

statement from IDEM. Nick stated the original photos were not included in Doug Wolf’s latest 

report from IDEM. Mike stated they have gotten the pond in and there won’t be the same release 

of water as before, they will actually be using the pond. Mike agreed they should wait until they 

get official documentation from IDEM before closing out this complaint. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Consideration of Quotes for Culvert Repair at Meadows Road and 109th Avenue.  

Rick Anderson stated this is a ratification of the culvert repair. LGS was repairing this culvert on 

109th while doing the railroad block removal on Randolph and 125th Ave. last month. The cost of 

this project was $8,674. Tim Clayton made the motion to ratify the action to do the culvert repair 
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in the amount of $8,674 to LGS Plumbing. Dave Anderson seconded the motion, the motion 

carried with all in favor 5-0. Mike Duffy noted that the pavement repair will be done with the 

Reith Riley contract for 109th Ave. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:   

Rick Anderson presented the Treasurer Report for a two month period through October 8th, 

and noted the unusual claims.  The total amount of claims is $111,569.75 Tim Clayton 

made the motion to approve the Storm Water Board claims in the amount of $111,569.75, 

Dave Anderson seconded the motion, the motion carried with all in favor 2-0. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

The next Storm Water Board Meeting Tuesday, November 12th, 2019 @ 5:30 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Dave Anderson entertained a motion to adjourn. Tim Clayton made a motion to adjourn; 

the motion was seconded by Dave Anderson. A voice call vote found all were in favor. The 

meeting adjourned at 6:31 pm.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

Dave Anderson      Richard C. Anderson, Jr. 

Stormwater Board President    Clerk-Treasurer 
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Kim Wachowski                                                             Date of Approval 

Recording Secretary 

 


