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Call to Order: A meeting of the Winfield Town Council was held at the Winfield Government Center, 

10645 Randolph Street, Winfield, Indiana on March 26th, 2019. The meeting convened at 6:14 PM. The 

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   

 

Rick Anderson conducted roll call: 

Members in attendance: Gerald Stiener, Dave Anderson, Tim Clayton, Jim Simmons, and Bridget Baird. 

Members not in attendance:  

Also in attendance: Attorney Ryan Deutmeyer from Austgen Kuiper Jasaitis P.C.; Rick Anderson, Clerk-

Treasurer; Nick Bellar, Town Administrator/Planning and Zoning Administrator; Mike Duffy, Town 

Engineer; Dan Ball, Town Marshal; Jason Gikas, LOFS Fire Department; Anthony Clark, Public Works 

Director.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Gerald Stiener entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the Joint Sewer Board and Town 

Council Executive Session of February 26, 2019 and March 12, 2019 and Regular Town Council 

Meeting Minutes of February 26, 2019 and March 12, 2019. Tim Clayton made the motion to 

approve the minutes, Dave Anderson seconded the motion. The minutes were approved as 

presented by a vote of 5-0. 

 

STAFF REPORTS: 

• Nick Bellar stated 6 new home permits were picked up in February. There is a variance for 

BZA on file. Both BZA and Plan Commission meetings have been moved to Wednesday, 

April 10th to accommodate early voting taking place in the Meeting Chambers. A 

commercial development and residential rezone plat approval are on file for the next Plan 

Commission meeting. 

 

• Anthony Clark, Public Works Director, reported dye testing was done on three houses in 

Doubletree. He also accompanied the part-time plumbing inspector to check on grease 

traps at restaurants in town. He is working with FBI Buildings on a building for the Street 

Department Garage; they are still in the preliminary stages on that. He is also working on 

the gate for Wyndance, he will have proposals for the next meeting. Street Department is 

working on repairing equipment for chipping and lawn maintenance coming up this spring.  

Street Department dug a new ditch along 117th Avenue to help drainage. He also wanted to 

bring the poor condition of 121st Avenue between Decatur and Gibson to the Council’s 

attention. It should be addressed soon. The Street Department leveled it out with stone two 

weeks ago and is it already difficult to drive on again with large potholes and ruts. Dave 

Anderson asked when the Wyndance gate will be installed. Anthony stated there is still 

some concrete work that needs to be done first, he was told it would be done in April. 

Dave would like to have a specific date. Anthony will get in touch with the contractor. 

 

• Town Marshal, Dan Ball, submitted his monthly stats. So far in March there has been an 

increase in DUI arrests and arrests in general. He also reported their K9, Tank, has been 
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used 6 times in the past month. This included two traffic stops, one resulting in a felony for 

a large amount of marijuana, he assisted tracking a person involved in a roll over crash, 

and assisted State and Hebron PD for vehicle searches. Deputy Benton has been very 

pleased by Tank’s performance. Dan also reported they received a donation from the 

Winfield Community Foundation for the purchase of trauma kits and tourniquet for the 

squad cars. He has been working with Crown Point Fire Department to schedule CPR 

classes for the Deputies to get everyone CPR certified. Gerald Stiener commented that the 

Town employees should also be trained on the defibrillator machine in the hallway. Fire 

Chief Jason Gikas stated they do yearly training on that machine and could do another 

class in June. Bridget Baird stated CPR training would also be good for the employees.  

Bridget asked Dan if Lake County has the bracelets available for dementia patients. Dan 

said they are available through Lake County; the individual has to ask for it. Bridget would 

also like to promote the Smart 911 program more to the community. 

 

• Chief Jason Gikas, LOFS Fire Department, reported there was 111 calls for the month of 

February, 65 of those were for the Town. Jason said the only other pressing matter is their 

contract with the Town. Gerald Stiener said the Attorneys are working on it now. Jason 

would like to at least get a draft soon. He also reminded everyone it’s the Fire 

Department’s 50th Anniversary this year and their annual Firefighter’s Ball is coming up 

this weekend. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS (Agenda Items): None. 

 

CITIZEN REQUESTING PLACEMENT ON AGENDA (Non-related to the Agenda):  None. 

 

SPECIAL ACTIONS: 

1. Receipt of Bids for Community Crossings Road Projects 

Rick Anderson stated they received two bids from Walsh & Kelly and Reith Riley and noted this bid 

opening was properly published and advertised. Rick first opened the bid from Reith Riley and read the 

amounts. For project one, County Line Road from 101st Avenue to 109th Avenue, $360,207.25. Project 

two, 129th Avenue from Montgomery Street to Randolph Street, $155,536.75. Project three, 129th Avenue 

to County Line Road, $331,619.50. Project four, 117th Avenue from Gibson Street to Randolph Street, 

$498,665.60. Rick then opened the bid from Walsh & Kelly and read the amounts. Project one, 

$371,026.26. Project two, $162,641.75. Project three, $352,897.25. Project four, $516,854.50. Rick stated 

this work will be paid for by the grant funds from the Community Crossings Grant and they need to be 

under contract by April 15th. They were awarded just under $1 million.  Dave Anderson made the motion 

to take the bids under advisement for legal and engineering review and to authorize the Town Council 

President to sign the contract. Tim Clayton seconded the motion, the motion carried with all in favor, 5-0. 

Gerald said he asked Nick Bellar and Mike Duffy to put together the cost of some of the other road 

projects they would like to take on this year and use their remaining bond funds.  
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UNFINISHED/DEFERRED BUSINESS: None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

1. 109th Avenue Update Presentation. 

Gerald Stiener stated on March 14th a meeting was held here at the Town Hall with other local municipal 

representatives including those from Lake County, and representatives from State officials to go over the 

impact of traffic on 109th Avenue and present the scoping study on the road. The goal was to inform 

everyone of the situation the town is in and brainstorm on funding. Gerald explained 109th Avenue is the 

quickest way to get to I-65 from Porter County. More traffic has been coming from Porter County to 

avoid the traffic lights and mall traffic on U.S. 30. Winfield residents are not the only ones contributing to 

traffic on 109th. With a population of 6,000 only a small portion of traffic is made up by residents as 

compared to the population of 10,000 coming from Lakes of the Four Seasons and those traveling through 

from Porter County. It is unfair then to expect only the residents of the Town to pay for a project to 

improve this road. It would cost an estimated $28 million to make all of the necessary improvements, this 

would cover extending the road to four lanes near the Randolph Street intersection, installing a center turn 

lane for left turns throughout the rest of 109th, and addressing each intersection with turn lanes and traffic 

light as well as deceleration lanes and passing blisters for all subdivisions along 109th. It would take the 

Town 15 years to do this project with the Town’s current budget and CCG funding. Gerald went on to 

point out the other issues on 109th like vertical site distance issues at most of the intersections requiring 

extensive work. In 2011 the I-65 exchange was opened and hit the 2020 projected traffic volume in the 

first day. The Town did not have a choice on the installation of the interchange, Crown Point and the State 

were responsible for putting it in and now Winfield has been left with the traffic. Gerald noted that wait 

times for cars waiting to turn out onto 109th Avenue from any of the side streets could reach up to 18 

minutes by the year 2039 if nothing is done. The presentation at the March 14th meeting was well received 

by those who attended. They are local representatives that are familiar with 109th and were able to provide 

good feedback. Commissioner Jerry Tippy, who was in attendance, is trying to lobby to State Senator 

Niemeyer on funding assistance on behalf of the Town.  

 

Chief Gikas asked if they could also consider opticons to change the lights at the intersections for 

emergency vehicles. Gerald said yes, they need to include improvements like that, right now they are 

trying to see what small projects the town can afford to do to help traffic now possibly including a passing 

blister at Arizona or doing an intersection improvement at State Street. Tim Clayton commented that he 

also attended the meeting and agreed with Gerald that the presentation was well received and everyone 

seemed willing to do what they could bring more attention to this and find the answers the town needs on 

this project. Mike Duffy noted that the proposed placement of the traffic signals would be needed just to 

help cars turn onto 109th Avenue. Dave Anderson encouraged residents to reach out to their state 

representatives to put pressure on them to assist in the project because the town cannot do it alone. Dan 

Ball asked if there was a legal way to get assistance from Porter County residents or Lakes of the Four 

Seasons. Gerald said there is, no legal way to tax residents outside of the town. They need assistance from 

State or some State legislative action to do something like that. Gerald said the federal government no 

longer does ear mark projects either.  Chief Gikas asked about petitioning to make 109th a State road. 

Gerald said they did talk about that. INDOT does not want to acquire any new roads and the town only 

has local roads, they do not share any roads they could trade INDOT with. There are some funds INDOT 
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has access to that do not have to be used on State roads that Jerry Tippy is looking into for the town. 

Gerald also explained the low tax rate that was adopted when the town was formed has limited them on 

what the town can afford to do. They have to continue to grow and have roof tops in order to kept up the 

infrastructure but they are adding to the population when they do grow so it will get worse before it can 

get better. So far, the town is doing as much as they can and as he mentioned before taking on smaller 

projects are being considered for this year. The town also has limited amount of right of way on each side 

of the road, the town has been asking some property owners to donate right of way to make the necessary 

improvements. Mike Duffy also noted that the plan is proposed as it is because of the limited amount of 

right of way. If it were to be a four lane road for the entire length the town would also have to spend a 

large amount just to acquire land. It would cost $7.5 million to improve the Grand Boulevard intersection 

alone for only 2,000 feet of road. Mike also explained there is an issue with some grant funding that 

requires a match from the Town. Even a 10% match on a $28 million project would not be affordable 

under the town’s budget.  

 

TREASURERS REPORT: 

Rick presented the Treasurer’s Report through February 28, 2019 and routine claims-to-date in the amount 

of $285,638.73. Gerald Stiener entertained a motion to pay the claims.  Tim Clayton made a motion to pay 

the claims in the amount of $285,683.73.  Bridget Baird seconded the motion.  After no further discussion 

the motion carried with all in favor 5-0.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Gerald Stiener noted the various upcoming meetings. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Gerald Stiener entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Tim Clayton made a motion to adjourn and it 

was seconded by Bridget Baird.  All were in favor, the motion carried 5-0.  The meeting adjourned at 6:53 

p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

             

Gerald Stiener      Richard C. Anderson, Jr. 

Town Council President     Clerk-Treasurer 

       

 

 ________________________________   Date of Approval __________________ 

 Kim Wachowski 

 Recording Secretary 

  

  

   


