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Call to Order: A meeting of the Winfield Town Council was held at the Winfield Government Center, 

10645 Randolph Street, Winfield, Indiana on July 10th, 2018. The meeting convened at 6:45 PM. The Pledge 

of Allegiance was recited.   

 

Rick Anderson conducted roll call: 

Members in attendance: Gerald Stiener, Tim Clayton, Dave Anderson and Bridget Baird. 

Members not in attendance: Jim Simmons 

Also in attendance: Rick Anderson, Clerk-Treasurer; Attorney Dave Austgen from Austgen Kuiper 

Jasaitis P.C.; Nick Bellar, Town Administrator/Planning and Zoning Administrator; Mike Duffy, Town 

Engineer; and Mitch Floyd, Street Department Supervisor. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS (Agenda Items): None 

CITIZEN REQUESTING PLACEMENT ON AGENDA (Non-related to the Agenda): 

Donald Jabaay, 6710 E. 117th Avenue, fireworks concern. 

Mr. Jabaay stated he has lived here for the past 4 years, each summer his family would come out for the 

fourth of July holiday but declined to come this time due to all the noise from the fireworks in his area. 

He said it has gotten worse every year, neighbors start setting off fireworks weeks before the holiday. 

They are bigger and louder each year and it sounds like he is living in a war zone. He also mentioned the 

dangers of fireworks and reported cases of fire and deaths in other neighboring communities.  He believes 

there should be some kind of rules set for what fireworks are allowed, times they can be set of, and limit 

of days they are allowed to be set off around the holiday. Mr. Jabaay also brought in a Chinese lantern and 

stated that they fly over his property all the time and is concerned that they could land on his farming 

property and cause a fire especially when the fields are dry or with some of the older structures on his 

property. His main concern is safety, he doesn’t have a problem with anyone celebrating the fourth of July 

but would like to see some regulations put into place. Gerald Stiener stated the State has their own 

firework laws and does regulate size but that won’t stop people from buying anything larger illegally. 

Dave Anderson agreed that they would not be able to stop anyone from buying was is already allowed to 

be sold by the State but they could impose stricter rules on the how many days they are allowed to be set 

off around the holiday. The Town already has a noise ordinance that could be used to enforce how late 

they can be set off. Attorney Austgen stated the State law was revised a few years ago to set a time frame 

around the holiday of when fireworks can be set off.  Tim Clayton and Bridget Baird confirmed this, 

Bridget stated it is from June 30th to July 9th. Tim said they can go off until 10p.m. those days and then 

until midnight on the actual holiday, Bridget said they can start two hours after dusk. Dave Anderson said 

he does agree with Mr. Jabaay, he encouraged him to call the police if they are becoming a nuisance and 

going off at times that aren’t allowed. Dave said they could consider limiting the date time frame down 

closer to the actual holiday.  Gerald also suggested calling 911 if the fireworks sound louder than normal. 

Mr. Jabaay suggested putting the State law in the newspaper. Attorney Austgen stated they could put it on 

the Town’s website. Dave Anderson also said in regards to the Chinese lanterns they could also be 

coming from other areas as they can travel a good distance.  Bridget Baird asked if they could regulate 

something like that which could be hazardous to the environment or pets if they were to land in 

someone’s yard. Dave said the products are State regulated but they can look into limiting times.  
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Mr. Jabaay also asked if the Town had any long term plans to address they increasing traffic on the roads. 

He lives off 117th Avenue and has seen an increase in traffic on that road.  Dave Anderson informed Mr. 

Jabaay on the study that was done on improving 109th Avenue. He explained for Winfield to widen their 

part of the road it would cost over $20 million and then there is the issue that the town does not own all of 

109th. Lake County owns from Colorado to Iowa and then Crown Point owns the rest. Widening only a 

portion of the road would create bottlenecks if another party would not do anything to their portion. 

Gerald said they have done some smaller projects to improve some of the side roads to make them safer 

for people to use aside from 109th like the improvement on 117th to prevent flooding that was a common 

occurrence there. They are able to tackle smaller projects like that, that can fit into the Town’s budget for 

now. Dave explained that even if they were to get federal funding for the project the Town would still 

have to put up a percentage of the project that would be well over what the Town can budget yearly for 

road work.  Dave also explained that the interchange added traffic that far exceeded the State’s count of 

additional traffic flow to 109th Avenue.  Gerald also stated that adding more residential developments will 

assist in addressing the roads, those developments are required to address traffic safety and provide 

easements along the road to the Town.  Mr. Jabaay stated he was happy to see Randolph Street being 

repaved this year and asked if any more improvement to 117th would happen. Gerald stated they might be 

able to repave another portion of 117th this year after the work on Randolph is done.  Mr. Jabaay asked 

about adding a traffic light at Colorado. Dave stated that is owned by Lake County and most of the 

accidents are at Lake County intersections like Colorado and Iowa. Gerald stated Crown Point is planning 

on putting a round-about at Iowa.  Mr. Jabaay thanked the Council for their time and for addressing his 

concerns with open and honest answers. He appreciated the difficult job they have and all the work they 

do for the residents. 

 

UNFINISHED/DEFERRED BUSINESS:  

None. 

 

Before moving on to New Business, Gerald Stiener entertained the motion to ratify the payment of claims 

from the June 26th meeting that was canceled. Bridget Baird made the motion to pay the claims. Dave 

Anderson seconded the motion, the motion carried with all in favor 4-0. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Appointment to the Plan Commission by the Town Council. 

Tim Clayton made the motion to fill the vacancy on the Plan Commission with Dave Anderson. Bridget 

Baird seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor 4-0. 

 

Nick Bellar also stated the Council has to make an appointment to the Lake County Solid Waste 

Management District Board. Dave Anderson made the motion to appoint Tim Clayton to the Board. 

Bridget Baird seconded the motion, the motion carried with all in favor 4-0. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Gerald Stiener noted the various upcoming meetings. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 

Gerald Stiener entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Bridget Baird made a motion to adjourn and it 

was seconded by Tim Clayton.  All were in favor, the motion carried 4-0.  The meeting adjourned at 7:17 

p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

             

Gerald Stiener      Richard C. Anderson, Jr. 

Town Council President     Clerk-Treasurer 

       

 

_________________________________  Date of Approval __________________ 

Kim Wachowski 

Recording Secretary 

  

  

   


